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STOP PRESS!

Northern Rural Network Seminar

‘The Rural Development Potential of Bio-energy’

9.30am-4.15pm, Friday 20th October

King’s Head Hotel, Darlington


The event includes workshops on bio-fuels and woodfuel.  Registration is free, but the closing date is Friday 13th October.  For more information contact Nikki Parker on (0191) 2226623 or at Nicola.Parker@ncl.ac.uk.  If you’re able to attend, please write a report for Renewing Creation.

On the subject of biofuels …


Do you have experience of using bio-fuels in an oil-fired boiler, or are you having difficulties in finding a supplier?  Either way, please contact Rob Kelsey.


A thought-provoking article can be found at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/5369284.stm.  

The author argues that bio-fuels could end up damaging the natural world, and that genetic modification could contribute to a greener bio-fuels revolution.

‘Stop Climate Chaos’  

Rally in Trafalgar Square

1-3pm, Saturday 4th November


Christians from the north east are going down to this event.  For more information visit www.icount.org.uk, www.christian-ecology.org.uk/scc.htm, or contact Rob Kelsey. 

‘The Big Ask’


Friends of the Earth are encouraging people to ask their MP to promote the inclusion of a Climate Change Bill in the Queen’s Speech next month.  To join in ‘The Big Ask’ visit www.thebigask.com or write to your MP.  (Over half of all MPs have already declared their support.) 

From Bishop Martin

Local Action on Global Issues


This is a grant-making programme that aims to educate and raise awareness on environmental issues.  Grants of between £1,000 and £20,000 are available to voluntary organisations in Tyne & Wear and Northumberland, to support projects that will have a positive impact on the environment.  Application forms and guidelines are available from www.communityfoundation.org.uk or from Karen Dent on (0191) 2220945.

From the Church Times, 7th July 2006

Inspiration from Edmonton


St Aldhelm’s in Edmonton, north London, wanted to investigate the possibility of installing solar panels on their church hall.  They got in touch with Solstice Energy Ltd, which helped them to find grants sufficient for 86% of the cost.  (A small, ‘pump-priming’ grant came from the local council, while the biggest grant came from the Energy Savings Trust.)  The whole process, from the first idea to switching on, took 11 months.  Now the church feeds electricity into the National Grid during the day and buys it back in the evening.  Even when it’s raining, there’s enough for the hall lights.  The church reckons to recoup their part of the costs within six or seven years.

European Christians launch 

Climate Justice Now


The European Christian Environmental Network has launched a plan called Climate Justice Now to tackle global warming from the standpoint of North/South equity.  In ecological terms, the North owes a huge debt to the South, because the rich countries, by emitting 24 billion tonnes of CO2 every year, are using up more than the entire capacity of the earth to absorb carbon dioxide.  The atmosphere should be shared by everybody, and a core idea in the climate plan is that each person on the planet has a ‘fair share’ budget of 2 tonnes of CO2 per year.  If everyone in the industrialised North paid their ‘carbon debt’, about 15 Euros per tonne, then there would be money available to support sustainable development 

in the South.  For more information try visiting www.ecen.org.

From Christian Aid

Going green is no longer an option


… it is a must.  Our pollution is killing poor people.  A new Christian Aid report estimates that a staggering 182 million people in sub-Saharan Africa alone could die of disease directly attributable to climate change by the end of the century.  Try visiting www.pressureworks.org.uk/dosomething. 

From Gillian Widdows

‘Save-a-flush’ 


This is a small polythene packet containing super-absorbent stuff.  When placed in the toilet cistern it absorbs water and expands, so with each flush a litre of water is saved.  It is obtainable free from Northumbrian Water, Tel. (0845) 7171100.
Boiler Efficiency Database


To find out more about such things as the recommended boiler size for a particular building, try visiting www.sedbuk.com.

Switch that light out!


In a radical step to reduce both CO2 emissions and light pollution, Essex County Council is to change its practice of keeping street lighting on all night long.  In future, street lights will be automatically switched off between midnight and 5am, where it is appropriate to do so.  Church members could lobby their Parish, District and County Councils to follow suit.  For more information contact Sam Crisp on (01245) 430096 or at sam.crisp@essexcc.gov.uk. 

‘Say No to Suicide Seeds’


A number of organisations have issued a leaflet about terminator technology, the genetic modification of plants to make them produce sterile seeds.  The technology is being developed by multinational agribusiness companies to prevent farmers from saving seeds to re-plant for the next harvest.  For more information visit www.banterminator.org.  

For copies of the leaflet email environment@progressio.org.uk or write to Progressio, Unit 3, Canonbury Yard, 190a New North Road, London N1 7BJ.

Pipe Dreams 


Riding Lights Theatre Company presents a ‘seriously funny whodunnit about what’s happening to our water’.  The play is in support of WaterAid, the UK’s major charity dedicated to the provision of safe water and sanitation to the poorest people in the world.  There are several performances in the north east, including one at 7.30pm on Monday 20th November in Brunswick Methodist Church, Newcastle.  For more information visit www.ridinglights.org.

An Inconvenient Truth


This film features Al Gore, a former Vice president of the USA, and aims to raise public awareness about global warming.  For more information visit www.aninconvenienttruth.co.uk.

From Christian Ecology Link (CEL) 
Eight ways to live gently on the earth (continued)


No. 4.  Use less gas or heating oil.  Insulate loft and walls and hot water cisterns.  Turn the central heating thermostat down 1 or 2 degrees.  Turn the hot water thermostat down to 45-50 degrees and have it on a timer.

And finally ...


Contributions to Renewing Creation are welcome.  Please send them to Rob Kelsey by 7th January 2007.
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